As I was searching for women detectives I came across an old photo of Honey West.  As this site was discussing TV detectives there are very few women that filled this category.  Angela Lands bury was one of the women, otherwise it was male dominated.
Now we have a lot of shows with female detectives, Law and Order, Cold Case, Castle (one of my favorites), the Mentalist among others.  It seemed to start with Charlie’s Angels.

The women give off a sense of confidence and are feminine in a conservative way.  There dress code is tailored but does allude to some sort of sexual innuendos.

I don’t know about the younger women, but these shows have captured my attention.  Maybe they are governed toward the middle age woman who wants the success, self confidence and strength that is portrayed.  The younger woman seems to be geared toward the movie Twilight and similar movies and TV shows. 
The Museum of Broadcast Communications gives a long list of detective shows, a male dominated industry:  Mannix, Harry O., Police Story, Cannon, The Fugitive and there are many more.  All the shows that I recall were male dominated but there was usually a beautiful sidekick or co-star.  Tyne Bailey was another that opened the market to female detectives.  You can really see how women in these shows have evolved.
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